Acute renal failure in leptospirosis--a 12-year survey.
From the beginning of 1974 to the end of 1985 141 persons in Slovenia (population 1.9 million) contracted leptospirosis 49 patients were 50 years old or more. All the patients have survived. 8 male patients aged from 18 to 44 had more severe acute renal failure (ARF), 5 of whom were treated with hemodialysis. The authors found that this 100% survival rate did not agree with the findings of many other researches which quote a relatively high mortality rate among older patients. In all 8 patients kidney function was good 1 year or more after ARF. The authors consider that the survival of patients with ARF depends on early and appropriate supportive treatment, which also includes intensive hemodialysis.